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As a crucial ingredient of application success, essays have always stood apart. They cause so 
much trouble to some applicants, and they are, perhaps, the best means you have of swaying 
the Admission Director’s opinion in your favour. Business schools tend to have a very clear 
idea about the kind of students they are looking for. And the more popular and respectable 
the school, the harder it is for you to make yourself noticed.
A good academic record, outstanding test 
results, and favourable recommendations 
are, of course, very important, but it is the 
essay that helps the Admissions Commit‑
tee to see you as a person. That’s why you 
have to put so much effort into making it 
your own work.

We’ve analysed the requirements of all 
the major business schools you might be 
interested in. All in all, the essay questions 
are structured along similar lines, but there 
are notable differences you need to pay 
special attention to. Let’s see what the 
leading business schools expect of you.
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Stanford Graduate  
School of BuSineSS 
One of the best, the most prestigious and selective 
universities in the world, Stanford wants you to write 
two essays. They shouldn’t be too long, no more than 
1,150 characters, and within that limit you are asked to 
share your experiences, aspirations, and values.

Essay A: What matters most to 
you, and why? (750 words)

For this essay, we would like you to:

•	 Focus on the “why” rather than the 
“what.”
•	 Do some deep self‑examination, so you 

can genuinely illustrate who you are and 
how you came to be the person you are.
•	 Share the insights, experiences, and les‑

sons that shaped your perspectives, rath‑
er than focusing merely on what you’ve 
done or accomplished.
•	Write from the heart, and illustrate how a 

person, situation, or event has influenced 
you.

Essay B: Why Stanford? 
(400 words)

Enlighten us on how earning your MBA at 
Stanford will enable you to realize your am‑
bitions.

•	 Explain your decision to pursue graduate 
education in management.
•	 Explain the distinctive opportunities you 

will pursue at Stanford.
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harvard BuSineSS School 
Harvard comes straight to the point. You are asked to tell the 
Admissions Committee something interesting about yourself  
as you would when meeting someone for the first time.

It’s the first day of class at HBS. You are in 
Aldrich Hall meeting your “section.” This is 
the group of 90 classmates who will become 
your close companions in the first‑year MBA 
classroom. Our signature case method par‑

ticipant‑based learning model ensures that 
you will get to know each other very well. 
The bonds you collectively create through‑
out this shared experience will be lasting. 
Introduce yourself.

Wharton School of the  
univerSity of PennSylvania 
When applying to Wharton, you need to write two essays, one 
of them required, the other optional. They focus on both your 
professional achievements and personal traits.

1. (Required) What do you hope to gain both 
personally and professionally from the 
Wharton MBA? (500 words)

2. (Optional) Please use the space below 
to highlight any additional information 

that you would like the Admissions Com‑
mittee to know about your candidacy. 
(400 words)

There’s an additional essay for those who 
apply for the second time:

Explain how you have reflected on the pre‑
vious decision about your application, and 
discuss any updates to your candidacy (e.g., 
changes in your professional life, additional 
coursework, extracurricular/volunteer en‑
gagements). (250 words)
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yale School of ManaGeMent
Yale requires only one 
essay so the applicants 
can give more interesting 
information about 
themselves.

The Yale School of Management educates 
individuals who will have deep and lasting 
impact on the organizations they lead. De‑
scribe how you have positively influenced an 
organization—as an employee, a member, 
or an outside constituent. (500 words maxi‑
mum).

MaSSachuSettS inStitute  
of technoloGy, Sloan School  
of ManaGeMent
MIT Sloan is interested in your achievements:

Tell us about a recent success you had: 
How did you accomplish this? Who else 
was involved? What hurdles did you en‑
counter? What type of impact did this have? 
(500 words or fewer).

Those who made a favourable enough im‑
pression to be invited to an interview will 
have to answer one more question:

The mission of the MIT Sloan School of 
Management is to develop principled, inno‑
vative leaders who improve the world and to 
generate ideas that advance management 
practice. Please share with us something 
about your past that aligns with this mission. 
(250 words or fewer)

Finally, an optional question is provided for 
any additional information you might wish to 
share.
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KelloGG School  
of ManaGeMent,  
northWeStern univerSity
Those who apply to Kellogg are required to 
write two essays:

1. Resilience. Perseverance. Grit. Call it what 
you will…. Challenges can build character. 
Describe a challenging experience you’ve 
had. How were you tested? What did you 
learn? (450 words)

2. Leadership requires an ability to collabo‑
rate with and motivate others. Describe a 
professional experience that required you 
to influence people. What did this experi‑
ence teach you about working with others, 
and how will it make you a better leader? 
(450 words)

There are additional questions for special 
categories of applicants:

•	 Dual‑degree applicants: For applicants 
to the MMM or JD‑MBA dual degree pro‑
grams, please explain why that program is 
right for you. (250 words)

•	 Re‑applicants: Since your previous ap‑
plication, what steps have you taken to 
strengthen your candidacy? (250 word 
limit)

There’s also another option: applicants may 
answer two Video Essay Questions. One of 
them prompts you to explain why you chose 
Kellogg; the other is focused on your char‑
acter and personality.
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haaS School of BuSineSS, 
univerSity of california, 
BerKeley
Those applying to Haas have to write three essays about 
their background, accomplishments and future career plans.
1. Describe an experience that has fun‑

damentally changed the way you see 
the world. How did this transform you? 
(400‑500 word maximum).

2. What is your most significant professional 
accomplishment? (200‑300 word maxi‑
mum).

3. What is your desired post‑MBA role and 
at what company or organization? In your 
response, please specifically address 
sub‑questions a., b., and c.

a. How is your background compelling to 
this company?

b. What is something you would do better 
for this company than any other em‑
ployee?

c. Why is an MBA necessary and how will 
Haas specifically help you succeed at 
this company?

(500‑600 word maximum for 3a, 3b, and 
3c combined).
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the univerSity of chicaGo 
Booth School of BuSineSS
Chicago Booth asks a simple question 
which is not so easy to answer:

Chicago Booth values adventurous inquiry, 
diverse perspectives, and a collaborative ex‑
change of ideas. This is us. Who are you?

The school gives applicants much creative 
freedom, but there are certain restrictions. 
The resultant file size must not exceed 
16 MB. Presentations or essays are accept‑
ed in PDF, Word, and PowerPoint formats.

london BuSineSS School
LBS’s questions are pretty standard. Still, quite a lot of 
effort is needed to express oneself within the specified 
limits.

•	What are your post‑MBA plans and how 
will your past experience and the London 
Business School programme contribute? 
(500 words)

•	 How will you add value to the London 
Business School community? (300 words)
•	 Is there any other information you believe 

the Admissions Committee should know 
about you and your application to London 
Business School? (300 words)
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ie BuSineSS School
IE lets you choose which questions you want to answer. There are 12 prompts, of which 
you must pick only three. Only one answer needs to be an essay of 400‑600 words. You may 
respond to other questions using photos, drawings, videos, etc.

1. If you had the opportunity, what actions 
would you demand of the United Nations 
Secretary General and why?

2. Describe the situation with the greatest 
ethical complexity that you have faced in 
your professional or academic life, and 
how your input helped resolve it.

3. Describe a time when you took a great 
risk. What was the outcome?

4. Cite at least one example of when your 
leadership had an impact on or changed 
a certain situation, and justify how an IE 
Master’s Degree program would help you 
to strengthen or improve this competence.

5. Describe the most outstanding leader 
you have worked with. Indicate some 
aspects of the way you work that are 
similar to the way this leader works and 
others that are different.

6. You have just participated in an 
important meeting with your superior. 
How will you ensure that every part 
of the instructions you received will 
properly reach all subordinates, suppliers 
and clients, located in different parts of 
the world?

7. Do you think that the lifestyle of the 
inhabitants of your town or city reflects 
behaviour that is in line with the concept 
of sustainable development? In your 
opinion, what should be improved?

8. What do you believe are the greatest 
challenges facing the sector or industry 
you would like to specialize in at IE? 
What role do you hope to be able to play 
in this sector or industry in the medium 
term?

9. Show us an activity you enjoy doing. Tell 
us how you think it contributes to your 
personal and professional development.

10. How do you imagine social interaction 
within 10 years, taking into consideration 
the impact of technology on human 
relations?

11. If all of the world’s cultural heritage 
(sports, music, fashion, architecture, 
literature, painting, etc..) was contained 
in a time capsule, what would you 
include to demonstrate the legacy of 
your country?

12. How do you envision the city of the 
future?
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hec PariS MBa
HEC Paris is quite demanding: you need to write 6 essays, 
though the answers to the questions shouldn’t be very long.
1. Why are you applying to the HEC MBA 

Program now? What is the profession‑
al objective that will guide your career 
choice after your MBA, and how will the 
HEC MBA contribute to the achievement 
of this objective? (500 Words Maximum).

2. What do you consider your most signifi‑
cant life achievement? (250 Words Maxi‑
mum).

3. Leadership and ethics are inevitably in‑
tertwined in the business world. Describe 
a situation in which you have dealt with 
these issues and how they have influ‑
enced you (250 Words max).

4. Imagine a life entirely different from the 
one you now lead, what would it be? 
(250 Words Maximum).

5. Please choose from one of the following 
essays (250 Words max): 
a. What monument or site would you ad‑

vise a first‑time visitor to your country 
or city to discover, and why?

b. Certain books, movies or plays have 
had an international success that you 
believe to be undeserved. Choose an 
example and analyse it.

c. What figure do you most admire and 
why? You may choose from any field 
(arts, literature, politics, business, etc).

6. Is there any additional information you 
would like to share with us? (900 words 
max).
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inSead
INSEAD application essays are divided into two categories: 
job description and motivation essays. Admissions 
Committee encourages candidates to write engaging 
personal stories.
Job Description 1. 

Briefly summarise your current (or most re‑
cent) job, including the nature of work, major 
responsibilities, and where relevant, employ‑
ees under your supervision, size of budget,‑
clients/products and results achieved. What 
would be your next step in terms of position 
if you were to remain in the same company? 
(350 words max.)

Job Description 2. 

Please give a full description of your career 
since graduating from university. It should be 
written as if you were talking to someone at 
a social gathering detailing your career path 
with the rationale behind your choices. Dis‑
cuss your short and long term career aspira‑
tions. (350 words max.)

Essay 3 (optional). 

If you are currently not working or if you plan 
to leave your current employer more than 
2 months before the program starts, please 
explain your activities and occupations be‑
tween leaving your job and the start of the 
program.

Motivation Essay. 

Give a candid description of yourself (who 
are you as a person), stressing the personal 
characteristics you feel to be your strengths 
and weaknesses and the main factors which 
have influenced your personal develop‑
ment, giving examples when necessary. 
(600 words max)
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eSade BuSineSS School
For ESADE, you need to answer five questions. Responses 
should not exceed 2,000 characters including spaces.
1. Which aspects have you improved on dur‑

ing your academic and professional career 
so far? Which tools or values have helped 
you achieve this?

2. How will your background, values and non 
work‑related activities enhance the expe‑
rience of other ESADE MBA students and 
add to the diverse culture we strive for at 
ESADE? (Note: The goal of this essay is 
to get a sense of who you are, rather than 
what you have accomplished)

3. What are your motivations in pursuing a 
full‑time MBA at this point in your life? 
Describe your mid‑term and long‑term 
visions for your post‑MBA career path. 
What is it about ESADE you think will help 
you reach your goals?

4. Complete two of the following four ques‑
tions or statements (1000 characters per 
response)
a. I am most proud of…
b. People may be surprised to learn that 

I…
c. What has your biggest challenge been 

and what did it help you learn about 
yourself?

d. Which historical figure do you most 
identify with and why?

5. Please provide any additional information 
that you would like to bring to the atten‑
tion of the Admissions Committee. This 
may include gaps in employment, your 
undergraduate record, plans to retake the 
GMAT or any other relevant information.
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honG KonG univerSity  
of Science and technoloGy
At Hong Kong University, they require two 
essays of their applicants:

1. Tell us about your short‑term and 
long‑term career goals after the MBA, and 
why you think HKUST MBA would be a 
good fit for you. (max 7500 characters, 
~500 words).

2. Our mission is to inspire and transform 

individuals to be future business leaders 
for Asia and the world. We embrace di‑
versity, and are looking for ambitious and 
open‑minded candidates with a passion 
to contribute. With your background and 
professional experience, what unique val‑
ues can you bring in to enrich the learn‑
ing experience at HKUST MBA? (max 
7500 characters, ~500 words).

Saïd BuSineSS School
Applicants are required to write three essays.  
For one of them, you may choose a topic among the given options.
1. What should Oxford expect from you? 

(Maximum 500 words).

2. How do you hope to see your career de‑
veloping over the next five years? How will 
the MBA and Oxford assist you in the de‑
velopment of these ambitions? (Maximum 
500 words).

3. Plus your preferred essay from the options 
below:

•	 Sport is pure competition. What does it 
teach us about companies, individuals, 
and markets? (Maximum 500 words).

OR

•	 The business of business is business. Is 
this true? (Maximum 500 words).

Re‑applicants must answer one more question:

What improvements have you made in your 
candidacy since you last applied to the Ox‑
ford MBA? (Maximum 250 words).
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national univerSity  
of SinGaPore BuSineSS School
For those who wish to venture into the East, 
NUS has prepared 4 essay topics:

1. We would like you to tell us about your 
post‑MBA immediate career goals and 
how your professional experiences have 
prepared you to achieve these goals. You 
may do so by a 300 words written essay 
or a two‑minute video.

2. The mission of NUS Business School is to 
advance knowledge and develop leaders 
so as to serve business and society. Dis‑
cuss how you will contribute toward ad‑
vancing the mission based on examples 
of past work and activities (300 words).

3. (Only applicable to re‑applicants) Please 
provide an update on any new aspects of 
your professional, international, academ‑
ic or personal profile that would not have 
been included in your previous applica‑
tion. Please do also explain your motiva‑
tion for re‑applying to NUS (300 words).

4. Tell us something interesting or unique 
about yourself which you think would 
be helpful for the Admission Commit‑
tee to better evaluate your candidacy 
(300 words).
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china euroPe international 
BuSineSS School
CEIBS also gives applicants some freedom. 
You may choose some of the questions you 
would like to answer.

1. Discuss your post‑MBA career aspira‑
tions and explain how you plan to achieve 
them. (300 words).

2. For question (a) and (b), you only need to 
answer one of the two questions.
a. CEIBS is situated in Shanghai – a truly 

global city, and the economic centre of 
the world’s fastest growing economy. 
Given its unique location, how do you 
anticipate that Shanghai will differenti‑
ate your MBA experience and contrib‑
ute to your goals? (400 words)

b. Discuss a situation where you have 
demonstrated significant leadership 
ability. (400 words).

3. For question (a) and (b), you only need to 
answer one of the two questions.
a. Many would argue that entrepreneur‑

ship is not necessarily a state of being, 
but a state of mind. Describe an entre‑
preneurial experience where you went 
against the grain or conventional way 
of thinking, to discover and create new 
value. (400 words).

b. Identify up to 3 trends, big or small, that 
you see unfolding in the next decade. 
Discuss how the(se) trend(s) will af‑
fect you and how you plan to deal with 
them both on campus and in the future. 
(400 words).

4. (Optional) Is there any other information 
that you believe would be helpful to the 
MBA Admission Committee in evaluating 
your application? (200 words). Re‑appli‑
cants are suggested to describe the pro‑
gress you have made since your previous 
application.
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nyu Stern School of BuSineSS
Application essays at Stern are more focused on career 
goals, but you may choose the second option in one of the 
prompts to talk about yourself.

Essay 1: Professional Aspirations 
(750 word maximum, double‑spaced, 
12‑point font).

•	Why pursue an MBA (or dual degree) at 
this point in your life?

•	What actions have you taken to deter‑
mine that Stern is the best fit for your 
MBA experience?

•	What do you see yourself doing profes‑
sionally upon graduation?

Essay 2: Choose Option A or Option B.

Option A: Your Two Paths (500 word 
maximum, double‑spaced, 12‑point font).

The mission of the Stern School of Busi‑
ness is to develop people and ideas that 
transform the challenges of the 21st cen‑
tury into opportunities to create value 
for business and society. Given today’s 

ever‑changing global landscape, Stern 
seeks and develops leaders who thrive in 
ambiguity, embrace a broad perspective 
and think creatively about the range of 
ways they can have impact.

•	 Describe two different and distinct 
paths you could see your career tak‑
ing long term. How do you see your 
two paths unfolding?

•	What factors will most determine 
which path you will take?

•	 How do your paths tie to the mission 
of NYU Stern?

Option B: Personal Expression.

Please describe yourself to your MBA 
classmates. You may use almost any meth‑
od to convey your message (e.g. words, 
illustrations). Feel free to be creative.
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fuqua School of BuSineSS,  
duKe univerSity
Applicants who wish to enter Fuqua have 
to answer three questions and write two es‑
says:

1. What are your short‑term goals, 
post‑MBA? (250 characters)

2. What are your long‑term goals? (250 char‑
acters)

3. Life is full of uncertainties, and plans and 
circumstances can change. As a result, 
navigating a career requires you to be ad‑
aptable. Should the short‑term goals that 
you provided above not materialize what 
alternative directions have you consid‑
ered? (250 characters)

First Essay: 25 Random Things About 
Yourself

Present your response in list form, num‑
bered 1 to 25. Some points may be only a 
few words, while others may be longer. Your 
complete list should not exceed 2 pages.

Second Essay (choose one of two)

1. Why Duke: When asked by your family, 
friends, and colleagues why you want to go 
to Duke, what do you tell them? Share the 
reasons that are most meaningful to you.

2. Team Fuqua Principles: The Team Fuqua 
community is as unique as the individuals 
who comprise it. Underlying our individ‑
uality are a number of shared ideas and 
principles that we live out in our own ways. 
Our students have identified and defined 
6 “Team Fuqua Principles” that we feel 
are the guiding philosophies that make 
our community special. At the end of your 
2 years at Fuqua, if you were to receive an 
award for exemplifying one of the 6 Prin‑
ciples listed below, which one would it be 
and why? Your response should reflect the 
research you have done, your knowledge 
of Fuqua and the Daytime MBA program 
and experience, and the types of activities 
and leadership you would engage in as a 
Fuqua student.
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coluMBia BuSineSS School
Columbia also requires you to answer a 
question in addition to writing essays.

Question: What is your immediate 
post‑MBA professional goal? (50 characters 
maximum)

Essay 1: Through your resume and recom‑
mendations, we have a clear sense of your 
professional path to date. What are your 
career goals going forward, and how will 
the Columbia MBA help you achieve them? 
(Maximum 500 words).

Essay 2: Columbia Business School’s loca‑
tion enables us to bridge theory and practice 
in multiple ways: through Master Classes, 
internships, the New York Immersion Semi‑
nars, and, most importantly, through a com‑
bination of distinguished research faculty 
and accomplished practitioners. How will 
you take advantage of being “at the very 
center of business”? (Maximum 250 words).

Essay 3: CBS Matters, a key element of 
the School’s culture, allows the people in 
your Cluster to learn more about you on a 
personal level. What will your Clustermates 
be pleasantly surprised to learn about you? 
(Maximum 250 words).

Optional Essay: An optional fourth essay 
will allow you to discuss any issues that do 
not fall within the purview of the required 
essays.
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StePhen M. roSS  
School of BuSineSS
At Michigan Ross, the essay prompts are very simple, and 
the answers should be brief and to the point.
1. What are you most proud of professional‑

ly and why? What did you learn from that 
experience? (400 words).

2. What are you most proud of personally 
and why? How does it shape who you are 
today? (400 words).

univerSity of virGinia  
darden School of BuSineSS
Darden requires only one essay focused on the applicant’s 
professional experience.
Describe the most courageous profession‑
al decision you have made or most cou‑
rageous action you have taken at work. 

What did you learn from that experience? 
(500 words maximum).
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JohnSon Graduate School  
of ManaGeMent at cornell 
univerSity
Johnson School of Management asks applicants to 
recount their ‘life story’ within the limit of maximum 
2,000 characters.

If you’re a Two‑year applicant, you’re then 
asked to share the job you would like to 
have immediately upon graduating with your 
MBA.

If you’re a One‑year applicant, you’re asked 
to explain how your pre‑MBA experience 
has prepared you for the job you envision 
upon graduating with your MBA.

In an optional essay, you are offered a ‘plat‑
form to address one or more aspects of your 
application (e.g. undergraduate record, test 
scores, etc.) that you don’t believe accurately 
reflect your potential for success at Johnson.’
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MancheSter BuSineSS School
In order to apply to Manchester Business School, you need 
to write two essays and prepare a presentation.
Essay 1: Your Professional Experience and 
Achievements (minimum 500 words)

Please describe your professional experi‑
ence and career progression to date includ‑
ing the dates of any promotions and salary 
increases.

Essay 2: Your aspirations (minimum 
300 words).
•	What are your professional and personal 

aspirations and why is an MBA important 
in your plans?
•	What type of industry sector(s), organisa‑

tion(s) and location(s) would you ideally 
like to work in?

•	 How do you think your current experience 
combined with the Manchester Business 
School MBA will help you to achieve your 
aspirations?

•	 If you aren’t able to reach your primary 
goal immediately do you have a plan B?

PowerPoint Presentation: Taking into 
account what we currently know about you 
from your CV and application, we would like 
you to send us a presentation to share with us 
anything else that you would like us to know. 
Your presentation will be printed and reviewed 
by the MBA Admissions Committee.
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ieSe BuSineSS School 
(univerSity of navarra)
There are 5 application essays required at 
IESE:

1. Please describe your short‑term profes‑
sional goals and how you plan to achieve 
them. Be as specific as possible for exam‑
ple including the industry or sector, specif‑
ic companies, etc. (200‑word limit).

2. Describe one substantial accomplishment 
and one failure in a professional, academ‑
ic or private endeavour (400‑word limit).

3. Describe the most difficult situation (per‑
sonal, academic or professional) that you 
have faced recently (200‑word limit).

4. Describe a past experience that has 
shaped who you are today (200‑word 
limit).

5. I consider myself a young talent suitable 
for the program because… (200‑word 
limit).

iMd
IMD has cut down the number of application 
essays: instead of 7 you now have to write 
only 3.

Essay 1: Describe yourself in two hundred 
words or less (200 words).

Essay 2: Give an example of a time when 
you were confronted with an unrecoverable 

event. How did it affect you and what were 
your greatest learnings? (300 words).

Essay 3: On your 75th birthday someone 
close to you presents your laudatio (tribute). 
It can be a friend, colleague, family mem‑
ber etc. Please describe in detail what this 
person would say about you and your life. 
(300 words).
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rotterdaM School of 
ManaGeMent, eraSMuS univerSity
Candidates wishing to be enrolled at RSM 
will need to prepare three essays.

Essay 1. How do you see your career de‑
veloping and how will earning the RSM 
Erasmus University MBA help you achieve 
your goals? (around 500 words).

Essay 2. Describe your favorite hobby, 

pastime or sport and explain how it reflects 
your personality. (around 500 words).

Essay 3. Describe the most difficult deci‑
sion you have made and its personal effect 
on you. (around 500 words).

There’s also an optional essay asking for 
additional information.

caMBridGe JudGe  
BuSineSS School
Cambridge MBA application includes 2 es‑
say prompts:

1. What did you learn from your most spec‑
tacular failure? (200 words).

2. What are your short and long term career 
objectives? What skills/characteristics 
do you already have that will help you to 
achieve them? What do you hope to gain 

from the degree and how do you feel it will 
help you achieve the career objectives you 
have? (please do not exceed 500 words).

As you probably know by now, there’s never 
enough time to polish everything to perfec‑
tion. That’s why you should get to work as 
soon as you can. Always remember: an ap‑
plication essay is your chance to shine.
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thanK you for your attention

http://www.mba25.com
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